
Lecture 9

Nematode Morphology

Microscopy - Chapter 1



Beneficial Nematodes

• Make nutrients available to plants

• Stimulate prey groups

• Build soil structure

• Inhibit root-feeding nematodes



Nematodes

• Active beneficial 
nematodes die if oxygen 
drops below 6 ppm; Eggs 
will survive.

• Much larger than prey.

• Classify Nematodes by 
what they eat

–Bacterial-feeders

–Fungal-feeders

–Switchers

–Predatory nematodes

–Root-feeders
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NEED REPLACEMENT!!!































Nematode egg





Root-knot gall



Nematode-trapping Fungus Traps 

400X Total Magnification
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Many other fungi can parasitize nematodes


